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I. Agenda and Attendance:

Please see Appendix 1 for the meeting agenda, and Appendix 2 for the list of attendees.

II. Meeting Synopsis:

» Tuesday, July 21, 2026, 9:00am-5:00pm
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SESSION

The SWGDAM Chair, Anthony Onorato, welcomed attendees to the first in-person
meeting in two years. FBI leadership joined the meeting and applauded Tony for his
service as Chair since 2011, 15 years! It was announced that he is stepping down due to
his impending retirement and that Dr. Douglas Hares has been selected by the FBI
Laboratory Director to assume the Chair responsibilities at the conclusion of the July
2026 meeting.

Tony then began the Committee of the Whole session. He provided an overview of the
meeting schedule and the group demographics.

The next meetings are expected to be held January 12-14, 2027 and July 13-15, 2027.
At this time, it is uncertain whether these will be virtual or in-person.

Following these remarks, SWGDAM committees gave updates and goals for this
meeting.

Future QAS Organization

QAS Committee gave a high-level overview of the potential structural changes
the QA committee is considering for the 203X standards. They are assessing the
feasibility of aligning QAS with ISO 17025 and other accreditation standards.
An introduction of ISO 21043 was also included.

1GG Overview Document

This is the newest standing committee under SWGDAM. Through their
discussions, the committee has drafted documents specific to the IGG process
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overall, ethical considerations of the outcomes, and the available technological
approaches. For the latter, the committee has discussed several constraints and
limitations specific to the various technical methods, which may require the
creation of additional SWGDAM resources. Finally, they are considering a
“best practices document” and a “guidelines document” for labs wishing to bring
the entirety of the IGG process in-house.

Rapid DNA National Booking Standards and Procedures Review

The committee provided an update of committee activities since the January
meeting that resulted in enhancements to the NDIS Operational Procedures
Manual effective July 1, 2026. A summary of enhancements is below:

1. Expansion of DISC Eligibility
The definition of DISC has been broadened to include any unsolved case
presenting a risk to public safety, beyond the previous limitation to homicides,
sexual assaults, kidnappings, and terrorism cases.

2. Laboratory Requirements for DISC Processing
All CODIS laboratories are required to establish policies and procedures for
processing DISC cases that meet the expanded public-safety criteria.

3. Timeliness Requirement for Hit Confirmation
State CODIS Agencies must initiate contact with the casework laboratory within
one business day for any match between a Rapid DNA—enrolled arrestee and an
unsolved forensic (crime-scene) profile identified during the first non-DISC
CODIS search at both the state and national levels. This is the beginning of the
hit confirmation process. The casework laboratory has one business day to
request an expedited release of information for a confirmed hit.

4. Notification to Booking Agencies
For any confirmed hit(s) described in Item 3, the booking agency must be
included on the resulting hit notification, recognizing that the arrestee may still
be in custody and capable of being promptly interviewed or detained.

LUNCH BREAK

Activity Level Reporting (ALR) Recommendations from STR Committee

The committee has been developing recommendations for addressing activity
level questions in court. The document would explain why DNA analysts are in
the best position to provide such testimony. Analysts need to be able to clearly
explain concepts like direct/indirect transfer, TPPR, and the limitations of
published studies to answer case-specific scenarios. The guidance may be to
provide subjective (yet expert) opinions regarding the general activity-level
factors, as allowed by the newly published ISO 21043. A group conversation
followed the presentation. The conversation covered a number of critical topics
related to this subject: the handling of improperly phrased questions (transposed
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conditional) by attorneys, the inclusion of a caveat for ALR to every DNA
report, the validity (or not) of skipping source level evaluations, the difference
between activity questions being asked by the Prosecution or by the Defense,
and the question of whether activity considerations are scientific/statistical or
solely legal.

BREAK

Lineage Marker Committee: Review of Contamination and Enhanced Detection
Methods (EDMI) Guidelines

This committee has completed a document to supplement the 2017
Contamination Prevention document. It is now posted under Publications on
SWGDAM.org as “Supplemental Information for the SWGDAM Contamination
Prevention and Detection Guidelines for Forensic DNA Laboratories.”

In reviewing the 2014 EDMI guidelines, the committee had a renewed
discussion to determine if the recommendations are still relevant today. Many of
the techniques described in the document as enhanced detection methods are
now incorporated into the manufacturer protocols for the STR kits that have been
developed in the last 12 years. As a result, the committee is recommending to
sunset the document and any remaining pertinent information be added to other
relevant guideline documents. A group conversation followed this presentation.
Overall, the group agreed that EDMI are not as prevalent or relevant now as in
the past. If the document is to be retained, it could be redefined as any
modification beyond the manufacturer protocol. The primary concern for
CODIS entry is the occurrence of “drop-in”, which can impact the types of
matches obtained. However, interpretation and statistical approaches have since
been developed to account for the probability of this stochastic event. Another
issue is the myriad legal opinions that arose from the definition and use of ‘low
copy DNA analysis’, which is still present in the current edition of the NDIS
Operational Procedures. These opinions should be taken into account if the
guidelines should be reissued with new definitions.

Private Laboratory Access to CODIS

FBI Laboratory Director Pokorak discussed the pending CODIS Access
Modernization Act (HR 7916).

> Wednesday, July 22, 2026, 8:30am-5:00pm

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SESSION

Tony made opening remarks and the plan for the day. Following this, short
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introductions were made by each attendee. The committees were given their break-out
room assignments.

COMMITTEE BREAK-OUT SESSIONS (10am — 5pm)

ROUNDTABLE

This session was dedicated to acknowledging the tenure and contributions of Tony
Onorato as SWGDAM Chair from 2011-2026.

» Thursday, July 23, 2026, 9:00am-4:00pm

COMMITTEE BREAK-OUT SESSIONS (9:00am — Lunch)

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SESSION 2:00-4:00pm

The final afternoon session began with Committee Updates.

Investigative Genetic Genealogy — The committee focused on the three documents that
are now available for SWGDAM Body comment. The Overview document will define
IGG and how it works, provide CODIS requirements, and describe the genetic genealogy
databases that are available for searching. This document will have two appendices. One
will focus on the definitions, strengths, and limitations of each SNP technology currently
available. The second will focus on ethics, legal terms of service, reference testing, and
open versus closed databases.

Rapid DNA — Due to Doug’s new assignment as SWGDAM Chair, a new committee
chair and co-chair have been named. As discussed on Tuesday, the committee has
reviewed the Rapid Booking and Forensic Implementation goals and taken steps to
expand the use of DISC and enhance communications regarding booking station Rapid
DNA enrolled arrestees and CODIS hits during the first SDIS/NDIS Search. The
committee is currently reviewing the Booking Standards and National Booking
Procedures for updates as the original documents were published in 2020. The
committee is monitoring comments and findings related to QAS Standards 18-19 and will
recommend changes if needed.

Autosomal STR — The committee continues to build the recommendations for activity
level reporting and testimony. At the moment, there are six potential sections that cover
general concepts, ways to provide activity level evaluations and answer case-specific
questions on the witness stand, and the reasons why formal activity level reporting is not
currently suitable for the US court system.

Quality Assurance (QA) — The committee held discussion on the following topics:
splitting/dividing technical leader (TL) responsibilities among multiple qualified
individuals, TL education and experience requirements, requiring a designated alternate
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CODIS administrator (as in NDIS Operations), sharing validation data between
laboratory systems, building a validation review panel similar to the audit review panel
system, and requiring private labs to submit external audit documentation to NDIS.

CODIS - In light of the proposed CODIS Access Modernization Act, discussed by FBI
Laboratory Director Pokorak, this committee is contemplating an educational outreach
regarding the benefits of Standard 17.3 for reducing the time lag for searching outsourced
DNA profiles. They are also brainstorming a pilot project to help lower the vendor
profile backlog. The committee discussed the future of the EDMI document with the
Lineage Marker committee. They are also modernizing the eligibility scenarios in the
CODIS Administrator Handbook and considering possible Al tools to assist with hit
counting. They continue to be available for questions pertaining to Rapid DNA at crime
scenes.

Lineage Marker — After working with the CODIS committee, it has been decided that
the EDMI document will be retired since more content about low template DNA and
enhanced methods exists across other SWGDAM documents today. They are preparing a
position statement to announce this sunsetting.

Laboratory Operations — The committee worked through the comments provided by the
Editorial Board on the Overview, Multiplex STR, PGS, and Modified Rapid Validation
Guidelines. They are adding information about replicate amplifications (one form of
EDM) to the multiplex STR document since that information will disappear when the
EDMI document is retired. They have also nearly finished the quantification validation
guidelines. They anticipate receiving the next draft of validation guidelines from the
NGS committee soon and hope to have the whole validation suite published soon.

NGS — The committee is writing a Technical Communication on SNP Kinship LR
statistics based on work completed by an ad-hoc group. It will provide theory behind the
concept and could potentially contain links to software that performs the calculations.
They have addressed the comments from the Lab Ops committee on the NGS validation
document and will be sending it back to be finalized. Future tasks include exploring the
consolidation of existing documents, and provide recommendations to incorporate NGS
into the QAS.

Partner Agency NIJ — N1J gave two brief updates. A publication on the best practices for
adopting a PGS (Hicklin et al.) is forthcoming. This year’s Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFO) on Research and Development for Criminal Justice Purposes received 150
applications. She thanked all the peer reviewers who are currently working through them.
She is unaware of the status of the CEBR grant application dates since BJA is a separate
entity.

Following the committee updates, Tony and Russ recognized SWGDAM members who

provided service, outreach, suggestions, and support to the organization beyond committee
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participation. The attendees recommended that Tony and Russ also be lauded for their joint
leadership of the Executive Board and the whole of SWGDAM.

III. Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held the week of January 12-14, 2027 (likely to be held virtually).
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Appendix 1 — Agenda

Monday, July 20, 2026

e EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

Tuesday, July 21, 2026, 9:00 AM — 5:00 PM ET

e BUSINESS SESSION

e COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SESSION

Private Laboratory Access to CODIS Discussion — FBI CODIS Unit

National Booking Standards and Procedures Review — Rapid-DNA Committee
Future QAS Organization — QA Committee

Activity Level Report Discussion — STR Committee

IGG SWGDAM Document Suite Discussion — IGG Committee

Wednesday, July 22, 2026, 9:00 AM — 8:00 PM ET

e COMMITTEE BREAKOUT SESSION

e ROUNDTABLE SESSION

Thursday, July 23. 2026, 9:00 AM — 5:00 PM ET

e COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SESSION

o Committee Updates

e BUSINESS SESSION

e AJOURNMENT
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SWGDAM July 2026

SWGDAM Leadership:

Anthony Onorato
(Chair)

Russell Vossbrink
(Vice Chair)

SWGDAM Members &

Invited Guests:

Alyssandra Shaffer
Amandra Gentry
Amy McGuckian
Ann Marie Gross
Ashley Murray
Barbara McCarty
Ben Knock
Brandon Letts
Brian Harmon
Brian Kim

Carl Sobieralski
Chris Carney
Christie Smith

Daniela Cuenca

Deedra Hughes
Dorothy Catella
Douglas Hares
Eric Duvall
Erica Romsos
Eugene Lien
Gary Molina
Harrison Redd
Heather Parrish
Hope Zagaria
Jack Ballantyne
James Corcoran
Jason Kokoszka
Jason Linder
Jerrilyn Conway
Jessica Hanna
Jessical James
Jocelyn Carlson
Jodi Irwin

Joel Sutton
Joseph Hof
Julia Garafalo
Katherine Gettings
Kristine Kadash
Lara Adams

Lilliana Moreno
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Lisa Grossweiler
Lisa Schiermeier-Wood
Mark Smith

Marla Kaplan

Mary Lou Nicholson
Melissa Suddeth
Michael Coble
Michael Smith
Michael Shay

Neil Fernandopulle
Peter Vallone

Philip Simmers
Richard Wilson
Sarah Noel

Scott McWilliams
Shawn Montpetit
Shilpi Nandi
Susannah Kehl

Ted Hunt

Tiffany Bazazzadegan
Tiffany Layne
Tiffany Thoren
Tiffany Vasquez
Todd Bille

Tom Callaghan

Vanessa Nelson



