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  Scientific Working Group on DNA Analysis 

Methods (SWGDAM) 

January 2026 Meeting Report 

 

January 13-16, 2026 (Virtual – Microsoft Teams) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

I. Agenda and Attendance: 

Please see Appendix 1 for the meeting agenda, and Appendix 2 for the list of attendees. 

 

II. Meeting Synopsis: 

➢ Monday, January 12, 2026, 12:00pm-4:00pm 

COMMITTEE BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

The SWGDAM body convened for a productive day in their respective committees to 

continue ongoing efforts, presented to the SWGDAM body on Thursday. 

 

➢ Tuesday, Jan 13, 2026, 12:00pm-4:00pm 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SESSION 

The SWGDAM Chair, Anthony Onorato, welcomed attendees to the meeting with his 

Chair Report, an overview of the SWGDAM Body’s progress on important deliverables, 

updates to Executive Board, Regular Membership, and newly established Editorial 

Board, SWGDAM website statistics, as well as the anticipated agenda for the next three 

days. 

The SWGDAM Executive Secretary, Jake Moldowsky, then welcomed attendees, giving 

an update on the SWGDAM Code of Ethics and collecting SWGDAM body assent to the 

“Conflict of Interest” provisions (Section 4) in the SWGDAM By-Laws. 

 

➢ Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 12:00pm-4:00pm 

KEYNOTE & ROUNDTABLE SESSION 

A variety of speakers, both from SWGDAM membership and invited guests, presented 

on a range of topics of interest: 

 Rapid DNA in Texas – Implementing Senate Bill 1723 
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o Brandon Letts 

 RGTM, RM, and SRM 

o Erica Rosmos 

 Surname Predictions with YSTR 

o Sarah Noel 

 Japan Forensic Practices 

o Jeanette Wallen 

 MixMaSTR 

o Peter Vallone 

 Two Cold Cases Solved with FIGG 

o Lisa Schiermeier-Wood 

 

➢ Thursday, January 15, 2026, 12:00pm-4:00pm 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SESSION 

On the final day, the Chair discussed some business items related to future SWGDAM 

Regular Meetings, and highlighted the efforts and achievements of specific SWGDAM 

members who have gone ‘above and beyond’ in these past 6 months. 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

Jake Moldowsky, the SWGDAM Executive Secretary, then gave his regular presentation 

on relevant legislative and caselaw activity developing since the July SWGDAM 

meeting. Mr. Moldowsky covered a range of legislative topics such as federal 

prerogatives for forensic science in 2026, state laws passed around rapid DNA, IGG, 

genetic privacy, and court opinions discussing the constitutionality of surreptitious 

collections, the bounds of the Fourth Amendment Search and Seizure in sample 

collection, and the evidentiary weight and boundaries of probabilistic genotyping 

technology, such as STRMix. The Legislative Update presentation will be made available 

to SWGDAM members for reference in discussions with their legal counsel and 

laboratory leadership. 

COMMITTEE/WORKING GROUP UPDATE SESSION 

Each Committee addressed the body with their progress of their efforts since the previous 

SWGDAM Regular Meeting. The committees present were as follows: 

• Rapid DNA Committee 

• Quality Assurance (QA) Committee 

• Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) Committee 

• Lineage Marker Committee 

• Editorial Board (newly established) 

• Laboratory Operations (Lab Ops) Committee 
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• Autosomal Short Tandem Repeat (STR) Committee 

• Investigative Genetic Genealogy (IGG) Committee 

• Combined DNA Index System (CODIS) Committee 

 

Please refer to the attached presentation slides for updates on the most recent committee 

activities. 

 

III. Next Meeting: 

The next meeting will be held in July, likely the week of July 20-23, 2026. 
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Appendix 1 - Agenda 

SWGDAM January 2026 Meeting 
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